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THE CERTIFICATION PROGRAM FOR PUBLIC LIBRARIANS 


Since its appointment by the Board of Regents in March, 1951, the 
"Examination Committee for Public Librarians' Certificates" has been 
putting in many hours of hard work on its assignment. Now, with much 
of the preliminary work accomplished and plans for the immediate future 
well under way, it seems appropriate to make a report to the profession, 
particularly to the librarians of New York State and the prospective can- 
didates for the first examination. 


The first meetings of the Committee dealt chiefly with matters of 
interpretation arising in connection with the application of the Certifi- 
cation Regulations, both in respect to the exchange of certificates and 
the issuance of new certificates. The Committee has endeavored to give 
due recognition to exceptional circumstances in all cases requiring 
special consideration, but in every instance it has been careful to 
proceed in accordance with what it believes to be the best interests 
of the library profession, within the framework of the Regulations as 
approved by the Board of Regents. 


On January 1, 1952, which was the deadline for exchanging old type 
public librarians' certificates for the new professional certificates and 
certificates of qualification, 2,620 librarians from 37 states and eight 


countries and territories outside the United States had exchanged their 
old New York State certificates. Certificates of Qualification were 
granted only in exchange for certain types of the old certificate. 


According to the Certification Regulations all other persons who wish 
to obtain the new professional certificates will be required to take the 
certification examination. The only certificates that will be issued 
from now on are the public librarians' provisional and professional cer- 
tificates. The provisional certificate, valid for four years and renew- 
able for two more years, will be granted to persons who have completed 
"four full years' course of study in an approved college or university 
culminating in a bachelor's degree . . . and one full year's education 
in an approved library school culminating in an appropriate degree or cre- 
dential . .. " Until October 1, 1955 persons who are college graduates 
and who claim five years of professional public library or equivalent 
experience in New York State may also apply to the Examination Committee 
for a provisional certificate and admission to the certification exam- 
ination. 


The public librarians' professional certificate will be granted to 
holders of the provisional certificate who pass the certification exam- 
ination and complete "two full years' experience in a professional 1li- 
brary position in a registered public or free association library or a 
library meeting equivalent standards satisfactory to the Commissioner em- 
Ploying at least one additional professional librarian with evidence of 
satisfactory service during the period." 
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All registered public or free association libraries serving a popu- 
lation of 5,000 or more are required to employ in professional positions 
librarians holding the public librarians’ professional or provisional cer- 
tificate or a Certificate of Qualification for the specific type of posi- 
tion involved. 


It has been the objective of the Examination Committee to hold the 
first annual certification examination as soon as possible consistent with 
the amount of work involved in producing a thoughtful, fair examination 
that would test a librarian entering the profession in the basic knowledge 
and attributes essential to professional work. It is expected that this 
date will be June 14, 1952 and the examination will be conducted in four 
cities in New York State. The date, location, date for filing applications 
and other details will be confirmed in announcements in The Bookmark and 
other professional journals and will be sent to library schools as soon as 
possible. A more detailed outline of the content of the examination will 
be included in a certification handbook which will be sent to all candi- 
dates for the examination. 


The examination will consist entirely of objective type questions and 
will take appréximately a half day to complete. Librarians holding the 
provisional certificate may take it in any year during the period their 
provisional certificate is valid, and it may be taken more than once, Pro- 
vision will be made for the conditional admission of persons who expect to 
complete the course in an approved library school prior to the date of the 
examination but who will not have completed the course before the deadline 
for filing application. A fee of $3 will be required for admission to the 
examination in addition to the fee for a provisional certificate. 


In order to comply with the provisions of the Certification Regula- 
tions requiring evidence of satisfactory service on the part of the candi- 
date during his two years of professional experience while holding a pro- 
visional certificate, the Committee will ask library administrators to re- 
port on the work record of each candidate so employed within their organiza- 
tion. The Committee believes that such reports should furnish the best 
basis for evaluation of personal attributes and, therefore, this method 
will be used in lieu of a formal test covering the candidate's personal 
qualifications. 


Questions regarding the certification program or its application in 
specific cases should be addressed to the Secretary of the Examination 
Committee, care of the Library Extension Division, New York State Library. 
These will be referred to the Examination Committee for a decision, if 
there is any doubt as to the proper procedure. 


Alice L. Jewett, Chairman 
Public Librarians! Examination 
Committee 


S. Gilbert Prentiss, Secretary 
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Suggested by Florence Boochever, Book Information Section 


Recommendations: *of first interest; Y for young people; 
P for prisons; R for reformatories; H for mental hospitals. 


Nonfiction 


Angell, Norman. After all. Farrar. $4.50. 

The distinguished English political thinker recalls his Victorian boy- 
hood, his 20 years in America and draws from his "mixed bag of experi- 
ences" remembrances of writing and journalism, election to Parliament, 
work for the Labour Party, the League of Nations and the elimination 
of war. Portrait frontispiece. Index. B or 92 


Axelrod, H.R. Tropical fish as a hobby; a guide to selection, care, 
and breeding. McGraw-Hill. $4. 

Comprehensive, scientifically tested information on the maintenance 

of a healthy aquarium for beginners and "more advanced tropical-fish 
hobbyists." Photographs and drawings. Guide to more than 100 fish in 
appendix, bibliographies, indexes of popular and scientific names.590.7 


Bates, Marston. Where winter never comes; a study of man and nature 
in the tropics. Scribner. $3.50. 

In this fascinating book on the region between Capricorn and Cancer, 

a naturalist describes the historical background of the people, their 
food habits and diseases, nature in the tropics, resources and govern- 
ment. Maps, drawings. Notes and documentation, references, index. 910 


Behrman, S.N. Duveen. Random House. $3.50. 

Witty, accurate pen portrait of "the most spectacular art dealer of 
all time." Appeared originally as a six-part profile in The New 
Yorker. Illustrations by Saul Steinberg. B or 92 


Carroll-Abbing, J.P. A chance to live; the story of the lost children 
of the war; tr. by Carol della Chiesa. Longmans. $3. 

Monsignor Carroll-Abbing writes simply but eloquently of his pioneer 
work among the homeless "shoeshine" boys of Italy, of the establish- 
ment of the Boys‘ Republic outside Rome and of various towns modeled 
on Father Flanagan's Boys' Town. Photographs. 362.74 


Caruso, Mrs D.P.B. Dorothy Caruso; a personal history. Hermitage 
House. Se 

Impressionistically written memoirs of the author's convent-bred 
childhood, her happy marriage and early widowhood, sad loss of her 
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devoted brother and long search for inner peace which she eventually 
found in the teachings of Gurdjieff. Photographs. Bor 92 


Casselman, P.H. The cooperative movement and some of its problems. 
Philosophical Library. $3. 

A professor of economics at the University of Ottawa analyzes, in 
simple terms, the basic problems of cooperatives and discusses the 
social and economic benefits of the movement to both consumer and 
producer. References, bibliography, index. 334 


Castro, Josue de. The geography of hunger. Little. $4.50. 
Stimulating, authoritative volume by an eminent South American scien- 
tist who convincingly advances the theory "that overpopulation does 

not cause starvation in various parts of the world, but that starva- 
tion is the cause of overpopulation." Extensive bibliography , index.338.1 


PR “Chenery, W.L. So it seemed. Harcourt. $4. 

H The former editor and publisher of Collier's writes down with humor 
and deep understanding what he has "learned of the world, the flesh 
and the press" in the 40 years and more in which he witnessed many 
changes in the social order. Index. B or 92 


*Child Study Association of America,inc. Our children today; a guide 

to their needs from infancy through adolescence; ed. by S.M. Gruenberg. 
Viking. $3.95. 

A symposium of articles by specialists in fields related to child study, 
combining "new expertness with old wisdoms." For further reading, in- 
dex. 136.7 
Qur children and God, by Mrs C.H. Hamilton (Bobbe-Merrill. $2.50. 

173) is a sensitive ve presentation of children's need for family love 

as the basis of healthy spiritual living, illustrated by "case studies" 
from everyday situations. 


“Crouse, W.H. Everyday household appliance repairs. McGraw-Hill. $3.95. 
How the machines in your home are constructed, how they operate and 
what is needed to keep them in good condition, lucidly explained by 
an expert. Numerous helpful drawings. Trouble charts and lists of 
points in taking care, index. 643.7 


Davison, Mrs Ann. Last voyage; an autobiographical account of all 
that led up up to an illicit voyage and the outcome thereof. Sloane. $4. 
"Adventure was our living," writes the gallant survivor of the wrecked 
English ketch, "Reliance," manned by Mrs. Davison and her husband, 
whose gay, turbulent life together is vividly evoked in pages closing 
with tragedy. B or 92 


Day, Dorothy. The long loneliness. Harper. $3.50. 

Frank, sincere autobiography of a strongly individualistic woman who 
embraced many causes before founding, with Peter Maurin, the Catholic 
Worker Movement. Illustrated by Fritz Eichenberg. Index. B or 92 


PR Faulkner, E.H. Soil development. Univ. of Oklahoma Press. $3. 

H The author of Plowman's folly describes his seven-year experiment on 
an Ohio farm, provocatively and convincingly advancing the concept 
"that the development of soil is as necessary as the growing of crops, 
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and that the failure of the one must ultimately spell doom for the 
other." 631.45 
In Food, farming and the future, by Frank (Friend) Sykes (Rodale 
Press. $4.50 631), a creative farmer explains his methods of main- 
taining good health standards and a sound system of economy, examin- 
ing in detail the various types of harvesting in England today and a 
few possibilities for the future. Photographs. Appendix, index. 


YP Fite, G.C. Mount Rushmore. Univ.. of Oklahoma Press. $3.75. 

RH Well-documented, dramatic story of Mount Rushmore National Memorial 
in South Dakota and of Gutson Borglum's unique sculptural achieve- 
ment despite public apathy and bitter conflict. Maps and photographs. 
Chronology, notes on sources, bibliography, index. 731 


Flexner, Abraham, & Bailey, E.S. Funds and foundations; their poli- 
cies past and present. Harper. $2.75. 

Qualified by more than 30 years' connection with various philanthropic 
organizations, Dr. Flexner explains and appraises the aims and accom 
plishments of some of the larger foundations. Photographs. Index. 061 


Fort, Mrs M.J. Flower arrangements for all occasions; an informal and 
practical discussion of modern flower arranging. Rinehart. $8.50. 
Working from simple to intricate arrangements which have won prizes 

at famous flower shows, this handsome quarto deals first with design 
and then with technical details. 98 plates, many in beautiful color, 
full-page, all with descriptive captions. 635.9 
Summer & autumn flowers, by Constance Spry (Studio. $5. 635.9) is a 


delightful volume on flower decoration and arrangement by a garden 
authority. 24 hand-colored photographs and 12 monochrome plates. Ap- 
pendix for beginners, index. 


Galbraith, J.K. American capitalism; the concept of countervailing 
power. Houghton. $3. 

"A bold attempt to dispel illusions based on outworn theories and to 
provide a rationale for modern American capitalism that takes account 
of its operational realities...a most stimulating book." 

Keith Hutchison, in The Nation, February 23, 1952, p.186. Index.330.15 


PR *Garrison, W.E. A Protestant manifesto. Abingdon-Cokesbury. $2.75. 

H The literary editor of Christian Century states “in clear and simple 
terms the basic convictions of those Christians and Christian commun- 
ions that call themselves Protestant," pointing out differences as 
well as content common with other forms of Christianity and the great 
non-Christian religions. Index. 284 

YP “Strengthening the spiritual life, by N.F.S. Ferre (Harper. $1. 248), 

RH gives friendly counsel on how "to breathe vitality into our spiritual 
life" by the practice of personal and family devotions. 

PR *In Let us pray, by A.B. Coe (Stewart. $2. 248), a well-known minister 

H offers a collection of simple, meaningful prayers for personal de~ 
votions, family and group meetings. 


Greene, R.S. Television writing; theory and technique. Harper. $3.75. 
An experienced writer-director discusses the fundamental principles 
that underlie successful writing for television, analyzing and illus- 
trating each phase of the complete script. Glossary, index. 808.2 
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Harkness, G.E. The modern rival of Christian faith; an analysis of 
secularism. Abingdon-Cokesbury. $2.75. 

Defining secularism as "the organization of life as if God did not 
exist," Dr. Harkness provocatively discusses Christianity's rival sec- 
ular faiths, suggesting practical ways for making Christian hope ef- 
fective. Index. 211 


YP “Hillman, William. Mr. President. Farrar. $5. 


RH 


For "the historical record and a broader comprehension by the public 
of their thirty-second President and the Presidency," the “personal 
diaries, private letters, papers and revealing interviews" of Presi- 
dent Truman were released to the White House correspondent of the 
Mutual Broadcasting System and form the basis of this unusual volume. 
Quarto with many photographs in color and black and white. 8B or 92 


Holliday, Kate. Troopship. Doubleday. $3.50. 

One of the few women passengers on a transport carrying recruits to 
Korea, a reporter sharply and poignantly conveys the tense atmosphere 
of the ll-day voyage, sympathetically and humorously limning typical 
servicemen on their way to war. Photographs. 940.5 


Kagan, H.E. Changing the attitude of Christian toward Jew; a psycho- 
logical approach through religion. Columbia Univ. Press. $2.75. 

A unique, scientific experiment in interfaith education, designed to 
reduce anti-Jewish attitudes, is interestingly described here by a 
rabbi and psychologist. 296 


Krutch, J.W. The desert year. Sloane. $3.75. 

For 15 months the well-known man of letters lived in the American 
Southwest and here records with charm and acumen his random thoughts 
and observations of nature. Decorations by Rudolf Freund. 574 


MacIver, R.M., ed. Conflict of loyalties. (Religion and civilization 
ser.) Harper. $2. 

Eleven timely, provocative articles by intellectual leaders that help 
to clarify the issues involved in the age-old problem of clashing 
loyalties. List of contributors, index. 323.4 


Masefield, John. So long to learn. Macmillan. $3. 

England's Poet Laureate recalls the Ledbury scene of his childhood, 
his early discovery of imagination, the books and "all that has 
seemed important" in his "effort to become a writer and teller of 
tales." B or 92 


Murphy, E.F. Yankee priest; an autobiographical journey, with certain 
detours, from Salem to New Orleans. Doubleday. $3.50. 

Humorous, informal reminiscences of the tenement background, student 
days, priesthood and popular writings of the present head of the 
Department of Religion and Philosophy at Xavier University. B or 92 


Nichols, Beverley. All I could never be; some recollections. Dutton. $4. 
In these sparkling pages appear many celebrities of the past quarter 
century whom the author came to know in the course of his varieé career 
as novelist, journalist, playwright and gardener. Portrait. B or 92 
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PH Prescott, Orville. In my opinion; an inquiry into the contemporary 
novel. Bobbs~-Merrill. . 
The daily book reviewer for The New York Times candidly and perspica- 
ciously expresses his views on writers and writing today and on the 
art and meaning of fiction. 809.3 


*Ries, V.H. The gardener's trouble shooter. Sheridan House. $3.50. 
Readable, fully informed book on soil fertilizers, effect of light, 
temperatures, wind and climate on plants, garden pests and their con- 
trol. Drawings and cartoons. Definitions, where to get information, 
index. 635 
Modern gardenjng: a complete guide to the gericultural uses of modern 
chemistry's miracle drues, by P. P. Pirone (Simon & Schuster. $3.50. 
635) is a valuable guide to planting fundamentals with answers to 500 
questions on important phases of gardening. Tables, index. 


"Salvadori, Massimo. The rise of modern communiam; a brief history of 
the communist movement in the twentieth century. Holt. $2. 
A Buropean now teaching. at Smith and Bennington colleges contributes 
an objective, perceptive summary of the complex development of modern 
communism. Map. Bibliographical note, index. 335.4 


“Scudder, K.J. Prisoners are people. Doubleday. $3. 

The first superintendent of the California Institution for Men at 
Chino dispassionately describes the minimum security program which 
he initiated with full sympathy for the men, stressing always the 
importance of preparation for their return to society. Index. 365.36 


Stebbins, Mrs L.P. London ladies; true tales of the eighteenth cen- 
tury. Columbia Univ. Press. $3. 

Six biographical essays which bring to life with sparkle and delight 
Martha Ray, Elizabeth Simpson Inchbald, Amelia Alderson: Opie, Sally 
and Martha Siddons, Dorethea Lieven and Jane Welsh Carlyle. Bibliog- 
raphy. B or 92 


“Stern, Mrs E.M. & Ross, Mabel. You and your aging parents. Wyn.$2.75. 
Timely, salutary discussion of familiar living problems of the aged, 
with examples of wise solutions for the individuals concerned, 618.97 


YP Sugrue, Thomas. A Catholictspeaks his mind on America's religious 
RH conflict. Harper. $1. 
Forthright discussion of the evils of sectarianism in social and 


spiritual life and an earnest plea for religious toleration among all 
creeds. 282 


Taylor, G.R. Are workers human? Houghton. $3. 
Challenging, realistic overview of modern industry, emphasizing the 
social science approach, the elimination of frustration and the in- 


creased effectiveness of work that is humanized. Bibliographies, 
index. 


y YP *Ulanov, Barry. A history of jazz in America. Viking. $5. 
RH The editor of Metronome and Your Music presents a thorough, well- 
written account of the background and tradition of American jazz with 
discerning appraisal of its leading exponents.Glossary,index. 780.973 
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Veedam, Voldemar, & Wall, C.B, Sailing to freedom. Crowell. $3.50. 
Fleeing from Russian domination, 16 Estonians made the perilous jour- 
ney from Sweden to the United States in an old sloop with a second- 
hand engine and this is the thrilling account of their successful 
voyage, told with realism and humor. Map, photographs. 910.45 


Williams, T.H. Lincoln and his generals. Knopf. $4. 

"An able and fascinating book...Although it presents the thesis of 
Lincoln's superior strategic grasp, it is not an argumentative volume. 
Rather it is a full-bodied, swift-paced narrative, built on a great 
mass of official documents, letters, and memoirs." Allan Nevins in 


Saturday Review of Literature, February 23, 1952, p.10. 
Maps, photographs. Bibliography, index. 973.74 


Willison, G.F. Behold Virginia: the fifth crown. Harcourt. $4.75. 
Vivid, well-documented retelling of Virginia's colonization. Notes, 
bibliography, index. 975.5 


"Yates, R.F., comp. The antique collector's manual: a price guide 
and data book. Harper. $5. 
Compact collection of useful information on detecting furniture 
frauds, pricing antique furniture, glass, prints, etc., American 
and English pottery marks, American silversmiths and clockmakers. 749 


Fiction 


YP *Berstl, Julius. The tentmaker; a novel based on the life of St. Paul; 
R tr. from the German by Clarissa Graves. Rinehart. $3.50. 
Young Shaul of Tarsus is vividly portrayed in this brilliantly con- 
ceived story which closes with his awakening on the road to Damascus 
and authentically re-creates the Jewish, Greek and Roman worlds of 
the period. A second volume will deal with Paul, the "man." 


YP "Forester, C.S. Lieutenant Hornblower. Little. $3.50. 

R How the "volatile, versatile" junior lieutenant on H.M.S. "Renown" be- 
comes Captain Hornblower by virtue of his coolness, judgment and tact, 
in battle or at cards, is engrossingly related. The 7th volume in the 
series, serialized in part in The Saturday Evening Post. 


YP *Frank, P.H.H. Hold back the night. Lippincott. $3. 

R A bottle of Scotch given their captain by the girl who became his 
wife serves as a talisman to those hardy marines of Dog Company who 
survive the treacherous Korean campaign, which is graphically, often 
touchingly described. 


PR *Hicks, Granville. There was a man in our town. Viking. $3. 
Home from New York to work on his play, Bert Shattuck, narrator of 
this lively, photographic novel, views with amusement and interest 
the efforts of a newcomer, a former university professor and dean, 
to stir up the local politics of Colchester where Bert's family has 
lived for generations. 


Kronenberger, Louis. Grand right and left. Viking. $3. 
When the richest man in the world starts collecting people at the 
instigation of his clever, social secretary-wife, Isabel, and a 
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psychiatrist whom she engages, many droll, preposterous situations 
arise which are expertly handled by Isabel. 


McCarthy, Mary. The groves of Academe. Harcourt. $3.50. 

Centering in a problem professor with liberal leanings, this ironic, 

sharply worded satire searches out many weak spots in the personnel 
. and procedures of a typical, small, progressive college. 


MacMahon, Bryan. Children of the rainbow. Dutton. $3.95. 

As mettlesome 20-year-old Ches Macnamara relates in picturesque Irish 
dialect the small happenings of the village of Cloone, many colorful 
characters spring to life, though the loose-jointed book is less a 
novel than a series of entertaining impressions of a place. 


Menen, Aubrey. The Duke of Gallodoro. Scribner. $2.75. 

There are wit and irony in this amusing, somewhat mannered satire 
about the English-born Duke of Gallodoro and his illegitimate, gamin- 
son, who is befriended by a worldly scholar, sojourner in the quaint 
Italian village and teller of the story. 


Sedges, John, pseud. Bright procession. Day. $3.50. 

Though Stephen Worthy, a ccuntry minister's son, becomes a successful 
public relations counsel in New York and marries a beautiful neurotic, 
at the core of his being is the desire to do good and his second mar- 
riage and fatherhood and new work fulfil his need, as this sophisti- 
cated but literal tale interestingly reveals. 


Shu, Ch'ing-ch'un. (Lau Shaw, pseud.). The drum singers. Harcourt. $3.50. 
Fang Pao Ching, the troubador, —_ his adopted daughter, Lotus Charm, 
are the central figuresin a simply told but dramatic story of modern 
China, depicting the flight of refugees from Hankow to Chungking and 
the hazardous life of the times. 


= *Turnbull, Mrs A.S. The gown of glory. Houghton. $3.75. 
In 1881, a young, newly married minister goes to the little town of 
Ladykirk, fully expecting a call to a larger place but, as the years 
pass and his children grow up and the inevitable problems arise in his 
parish, the mellow, old-fashioned narrative reveals his acceptance of 
spiritual growth in the community where he is living. 


Walsh, Maurice. Son of a tinker. Lippincott. $3. 
Action, romance and the lilting speech of Ireland are in these nine 
absorbing tales by an accomplished storyteller. 


Mysteries and Science Fiction 


PRH Arnold, Ralph. Skeletons and cupboards. Macmillan. $2.50. 

PR Brown, Mrs Z.J. (Leslie Ford, pseud.). The Bahamas murder case. 
_ Seribner. $2.50. 

PR Coles, Manning, pseud. Night train to Paris. Doubleday. $2.50. 

YPR Heinlein, R.A., ed. Tomorrow, the stars; a science fiction anthology. 

Doubleday. $2.95. 

PRH Tey, Josephine, pseud. The daughter of time. Macmillan. $2.50. 

“Walsh, Thomas. The night watch. Little. $2.50. 
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Listed by Mary S. Lindsey, Reference Section 
A Miscellany 


The American Red Cross - a brief story. The American National Red 
Cross. 17th and D Streets, N.W. Washington 13, D.C. 1951. 
66p. free. 


Fodor, A.E. Business opportunities you've been looking for. fFodor- 
graph Company, 315 Midwood St., Brooklyn 25, N.Y. 1950. 47p. $1. 


How can the new world help to make the whole world new? Including The 
inscription on our hearts by Robert M. Hutchins. Round Table, 
no. 718. University of Chicago. Chicago 37. Dec. 30, 1951. 17p. 
10¢. 


How effective is the North Atlantic alliance? Including Pros and cons 
of Buropean union by Harold Nicolson. Round Table, no. 723. 
University of Chicago. Chicago, Ill. Feb. 3, 1952. 18p. 10¢. 


Huth, A.G. Communications and economic development. International 
conciliation no. 477. Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, 
4O5 W. 117th St., New York 27. Jan. 1952. 48p. 10¢. 


Ogg, Elizabeth. Why some women stay single. Public Affairs pamphlet 
no 177. Public Affairs Committee, 22 E. 38th St., New York 16. 
1951. 3lp. 25¢. 


Paton, Alan. South Africa today. Public Affairs pamphlet no. 175. 
Public Affairs Committee, 22 E. 38th St., New York 16. Sept. 1951. 
32 p. 25¢. 


Stewart, M.S. Prejudice in textbooks. Public Affairs pamphlet no. 160. 
Public Affairs Committee, 22 BE. 38th St., New York 16. May 1950. 
3lp. 25¢. 


Stone, K.H. Self-government. U.S.A. pub. no. 2. Carrie Chapman Catt. 
Memorial Fund, Inc. 461 Fourth Ave., New York 16. 1951. 30p. 


What is happening to Christian spiritual values in today's world? 
Including By what values by Herbert Butterfield. Round Table 
> 717. University of Chicago. Chicago 37, Ill. Dec. 23, 1951. 
16p. 10¢. 
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CURRENT BOOKS FOR CHILDREN 


Recommended by Dorothy G. Dohm 
Children's Librarian, Rockville Centre Public Library 


Very Easy Reading 


Barnun, . H. The new fire engine; illus. by the author. Morrow, 

1952, $2. 
Engine Number 3 never put out a fire, for its crew neglected to keep it 
properly prepared. Finally they learned their lesson, and a spectacular 
blaze at the opportune moment enabled them to win praise and glory and a 
Place in the parade. Feelings of joy and sorrow are attributed to the 
otherwise non-personalized engine; the pictures have a superabundance of 
action and expression, but it is acceptable to fill the need for easy, 
non-school-reader books. 


Beim, Jerrold. Country garage; pictures by L. Darling. Morrow, 

1952, $2. 
Seth's helpful interest in the work at his uncles’ filling station paid 
off one red letter day when he was left alone, and was able to repair a 
stuck horn all by himself. Very plain, obvious illustrations tie in 
closely with the easy, easy text. 


Johnson, M. S. Briar, a collie; illus. by the author. Morrow, 

1952, $2. 
Briar's need for affection is shown as she is sent from Ireland to an 
unpleasant master who thought only of making her a champion, and finally 
to a new mistress whose life she saves, after the routine accusation of 
stock killing has been disposed of. A pattern story, with pedestrian 
writing and the author's usual conscientious but uninspired pictures, it 
will doubtless be popular with dog addicts, especially among the novice 
and retarded readers. 


Scott, Sally. Binky's fire; pictures by B. Krush. Harcourt, 

1952, $1.75. 
Amusing tale of a puppy who was acclaimed as hero for giving warning of 
a basement fire, when he expected to be punished for coming upstairs to 
escape it. An element of exaggeration in the illustrations matches the 
dead-pan account, all from Binky's point of view. 


Eight to Eleven 


Beim, Jerrold. Beach boy; illus. by Lillian Freedgood. Harcourt, 

1952, $2.50. 
Mild tale of two families who rented a house at the beach for the summer, 
and David's experiences getting used to being in a larger group, and being 
more on his own than usual. Usable only if the demand for not too diffi- 
cult books is insatiable. Illustrations are bad. 
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Cavannah, Frances. They knew Abe Lincoln; illus, by Harvéd Stein. 

Rand, 1952, $2.50. 
Lincoln's life from his birth to the departure of the family for Illinois, 
when he was 21; chronological, but each story is a separate entity as it 
is based on recollections of the friends and neighbors who knew him at the 
time. The method brings out the poverty and harshness and lack of opportu- 
nity in his environment, and his own strength of character and urge to 
learn. 


McGuire, Frances. The secret of Barnegat Light; illus. by Albert Orbaan. 
Dutton, 1952, $2.50. 

A book that seems to have been built instead of growing of its own power. 

Johnnie's longed-for fishing trip led to a visit to the old light house, 

and there Johnnie found a clue that led te the solving of a robbery on 

the island. Though there is no detection involved, this will help satisfy 

the demand for mysteries. 


Milne, L.J. and Milne, M.J. Famous naturalists. Dodd, 1952, $2.50. 

The latest in a useful series of group biographies follows the general 
Pattern, with a chapter of approximately ten pages devoted to the life 
and achievements of each of 14 outstanding men in the field. It is wel- 
come for those who want more than the bare bones of an encyclopedia entry 
and less than a full-length biography. A full-page portrait of each man, 
plus an introductory discussion of the history of the field and a final 
brief review of contemporary naturalists rounds it out. 


Peattie, Rod, and Peattie, Lisa. The city; illus. by Bunji Tagawa. 
Schuman, 1952, $2.50. 
In five short chapters we see the transformation of civilization as 
mirrored in and made possible by the development of the city. First the 
village of no variety, choice, individualism; then the early city where 
some differentiation of activity was possible, then the city of the middle 
ages which meant freedom from feudal bondage, next the manufacturing city 
with its extremes of poverty and (sometimes benevolent) wealth, and fi- 
nally the city of today, with its problems, its influence and its gifts 
of freedom and price of loneliness. It is refreshing to find an acknow- 
ledgement of the attractions and benefits of the city after the prevalent 
lip-service to the idea that only the dwellers in the country can be truly 
happy and worthy. Illustrations are accurate, but too often appear after 
the reference in the text. 


Steele, W. 0. The buffalo knife; illus. by Paul Galdone. Harcourt, 
1952, $2.25. 

The title has little to do with the story. Two families went by flatboat 

down the Tennessee River in 1782, and nine-year-old Andy earned his right 

to the knife during the excitement of the journey; more than that, he 

learned that his friend Isaac's ambition to be a merchant was as worthy 

and useful as his own to be a Long Hunter. 


Woolley, Catherine. David’s hundred dollars; illus. by Iris Beatty 
Johnson. Morrow, 1952, $2.50. 

A nine-year-old reader will probably not boggle at the idea of a contem- 

porary's being allowed to spend this sum virtually without supervision. 
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David frittered part of his money away, learned the hard way about profits 
and bad bargains, but discovered the gratification of giving generously 
and intelligently, and showed himself worthy of owning a bicycle. 


Wyler, Rose. Planet Earth; illus. by John Sand. Schuman, 1952, $2.50. 

A good introduction to astronomy and the place of our planet in re- 
lation to others. The possibilities of space travel and explanations of 
seasons, weather, atmospheric conditions, etc., are supplemented by clear 
and pointed diagrams. There is a discussion of man's relation to earth, 
and his ability and responsibility to utilize its resources. Without con- 
veying the attitude that the whole universe has been created for the bene- 
fit of the reader, it does look at the subject from a very personally 
interesting point of view. 


Zarchy, Harry. Let's fish; illus. by the author. Knopf, 1952, $3.00. 

This guide to fresh and salt water fishing is avowedly for the beginner, 
and has detailed but not over-refined information on equipment, various 
kinds of fishing, identification, etc., with very simple line illus- 
trations. It gives everything needed to make the complete fisherman, 
except practice and experience. 


Zim, H. S. Lightning and thunder; illus. by J. G. Irving. Morrow, 

1952, $2.00. 
Clear, matter-of-fact explanation of what we know about thunder and light- 
ning with simple diagrams and easily observed demonstrations of various 
facts. A frank statement of what is dangerous in a thunder-storm mini- 
mizes terror, and the whole presentation emphasizes the interesting and 
constructive aspects of the phenomenon, with no attempt to gloss over 
areas of incomplete understanding. 


Older Boys and Girls 


Borden, C. A. He sailed with Captain Cook; illus. by Ralph Ray. 
Crowell, 1952, $2.75. 
Despite a lack of background and the maintenance of an irritating level 
of industry, duty, ambition and understanding by both the captain and 
14-year-old Tobias, the hero, this account of the voyage of the Endeavor 
maintains its interest with plenty of villainy and suspense; a quantity 
of information about sailing comes in naturally, as well as the drama of 
the discoveries and the contacts with the island peoples. 


Crisp, Frank. The haunted reef; illus. by R. M. Powers. Coward, 

1952, $2.75. 
Moltiple murders, double-crossing villains and lost treasure interfere 
with the interest instead of increasing it, but boys interested in diving 
steries will overlook the comic book plot for the sake of the underwater 
sequences in this tale of the South Seas. 


Crump, Irving. Our tanker fleet; illus. with photos. Dodd, 

1952. $2.50. 
The story of oil tankers, and those who man them. The dangers and sat- 
isfactions of the service are illustrated by accounts of fire, accidents 
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wartime service with its tragedies, heroes and miraculous escapes, with 
emphasis on the courage, loyalty and skill of tankermen. The 16 photo- 
graphs are well reproduced, but a few line diagrams would be more per- 
tinent and valuable, 


Eberle, Irmengarde. Big family of peoples. Crowell, 1952, $3.00. 

Human history, beginning with early man and going on to discuss in 
some detail the groups into which he divided, with the reasons for the 
development of differences and the still continuing intermixing; and 
unemphatic, but for that reason impressive, reiteration of the fact that 
everyone has a mixed heritage and that all mankind has the same poten- 
tialities. Chronological in broad outline, but not in implication that 
the present per se is superior. Very incomplete index. 


Jackson, C. P. Clown at second base. Crowell, 1952, $2.50. 

Lots of baseball in this story of an irrepressible practical joker. 
By the end of the story he had grown up enough to turn a joke against 
himself,for the good of the team, and see that though there were times 
clowning helped the team, the demand for a little self-restraint wasn't 
an affront to his rights.’ 


Lane, C. D. Black tide; illus. by the author. Little, 1952, $2.75. 

Piracy in a new guise in this well-knit story of three boys and their 
Sloop who join a fight. to find and hold a new site for underwater oil 
in the Gulf of Mexico. 


O'Moran, M. Trail of the little Paiute; illus. by Claire Davison. 
Lippincott, 1952, $2.50. 
Enthralling story of a young Indian boy's attempt to get back to his 
grandmother, left in Death Valley with a small child at the time the 
white men were moving into the Indians' lands and shifting them to reser- 
vations. Indian character and customs are brought out during the story, 
but the interest centers in Inyo's determination and ultimate success, 
while the general situation is explained temperately, without sentimental- 
ity or glossing over of fundamental injustice. 


Robertson, Keith. The lonesome sorrel; illus. by Taylor Oughton. 

Winston, 1952, $2.50. 
A horse who missed his first "owner"was given to another boy who closely 
resembled him. Though Cliff cared nothing for horses, circumstances com- 
bined to determine him to win an annual obstacle race, which of course he 
did to confound the local cheat and braggart, and to become an ardent 
horseman himself. A good job for the horse story readers, with an element 
of humor too often lacking in their fare. 


eee eae 
Newbery and Caldecott Awards 
Do you know that Ginger Pye, by Eleanor Estes (Harcourt. $2.50) was 


awarded the Newbery medal for 1951? That Finders, keepers, illus. 
by Nicolas Mordvinoff (Harcourt. $2.) received the Caldecott award? 
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A Selected List Prepared by 
Evelyn E. Nelson, Reference and Sarah J. Schenck, Order Sections 


These titles of general interest, which the smaller library may not 
have purchased, can be borrowed from the New York State library. Please 
use call numbers as indicated when requesting books. 


ART & PHOTOGRAPHY 


Abel, Charles. The modern Exakta guide and reference book, by Charles 
Abel and Kenneth S. Tydings. Greenberg. c.1951. 1244p. 
770 A1392m 
Carlson, Raymond, ed. Gallery of Western paintings. McGraw-Hill. 
1951. 85p. 759.13 qC284 
Flanagan, G. A. How to understand modern art. Studio in association 
with Crowell. 1951. 334. 759.91 F583 
Warbeke, J. M. The power of art. Philosophical Library. ri = 
1 


EGYPT & INDIA 


Chaudhuri, N. C. The autobiography of an unknown Indian. Macmillan. 
1951.  506p. 915.4 Ch96 
Frankfort, Henri. The birth of civilization in the Near East. 
Indiana Univ. Press. 1951. 116p. 913.3 F829 
Wallbank, T. W. India in the new era; a study of the origin and develop- 
ment of the Indian Union and Pakistan, new nations in a changing Asia. 
Scott. 1951.  204p. 954 qw19i 


THE FLOWER GARDEN 


Crane, H. H. Pansies and violas for exhibition & garden. London. 
Collingridge; N.Y. Transatlantic Arts. 1951. 10lp. 635.933 C891 

Free, Montague. All about African violets; the complete guide to 
success with Saintpaulias. Garden City, N.Y. American Garden Guild 
and Doubleday. 1951.  304p. 635.933 F853 

Goddard, J. H. The new chrysanthemum treasury. London. Collingridge; 
N.Y. Transatlantic Arts. 1951. 262p. 635.933 G578n 


HOME DECORATING 


Austin, R. E. Furnishing your home cbyz Ruth E. Austin -and> Jeannette 


O. Parvis; edited by Ivol Spafford. Houghton. 1951. 282p. 
747 4937 
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Oglesby, Catharine. French provincial decorative art. Scribner. 
1951. 214. 749 035 


RECREATION 


Brown, Wesley. Self defense. A. S. Barnes. 1951. 9Qlp. (Barnes 
sports library). 796.8 B881 
Cowan, Gibson. The odyssey of Mister Man. Norton. 1951. 22M. 
797.14 C874 
Ilussi, Gustave. Championship figure skating; the famous system of 
Gustave Iussi ¢by, Gustave Iussi and Maurice Richards. A. S. Barnes. 
1951. 1142p. 796.91 1972 


THE SOCIAL SCENE 


Mills, Cc. W. White collar; the American middle classes. Oxford 
Univ. Press. 1951. 378p. 323.32 M657 
Polanyi, Michael. The logic of liberty; reflections and rejoinders. 
Univ. of Chicago Press. 1951. 206p. 323.44 P762 


THE SOUTH 


Aptheker, Herbert, ed. A documentary history of the Negro people in 
the United States. Citadel Press. 1951. 9442p. 325.26 A65a 

Buchanan, Lamont. A pictorial history of the Confederacy. Crown. 
1951. 288p. 973.742 qB918 


THE WORLD OF BUSINESS 


American Institute of Real Estate Appraisers. The appraisal of real 
estate. Published under the direction of the Education Committee. 
Chicago. 1951. 504. 333.332 A512ap 

Bloomfield, A. I. Banking reform in South Korea, by Arthur I. 
Bloomfield and John P. Jensen. Federal Reserve Bank of New York. 
1951. 107p. 332.11 B655 

Sovani, N. V. Planning of post-war economic development in India. 
Published in co-operation with the International Secretariat, 
Institute of Pacific Relations. cPoona. D. R. Gadgil;. 1951. 
106p. (Gokhale Institute of Politics and Economics. Publication 
no.22). 338.954 $729 


YOUR VACATION 


Hepburn, Andrew. New England, a complete guide, by Andrew Hepburn 
and Harlan Logan. Simon & Schuster. c.1951. 1108p. (American 
travel series, 3). 917.4 qH529 
Smythe, F.S. Climbs in the Canadian Rockies. Norton.,1951?z 260p. 
917.12 8668 
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A Selected List from New York State 
Prepared by Ethel Lansing, Gift and Exchange Section 
AGRICULTURE, TEMPORARY COMMISSION ON. Report...1951-52. 1952. 66p. Mimeo. 


CIVIL DEFENSE COMMISSION. Atomatic aid areas. 1952. 4p. (Information 
circular for directors no. 30, February 11, 1952) 


COMMERCE, DEPT. OF. Annual report, 1951. 1952. 42p. Mimeo. (Cover- 
title: Business expansion and mobilization) 


DISCRIMINATION, STATE COMMISSION AGAINST. Annual report...January l, 
1951-December 31, 1951. 1952. 107p. and appendix. 


EDUCATION DEPT. Appraisal of the health and physical education program 
of New York state by Ethel L. Cornell, research associate. 1952. 
83p. (University of the state of New York bulletin no. 1403, 
January 1952) 


__._ City, village and district superintendents of schools, December 
1951. 1952. 16p. 


__.. Measuring the effectiveness of instruction in vocational education. 
1951. 171p. 


Regents statement on moral and spiritual training in the schools. 
1952. 1 sheet. 


__.. Board of pharmacy. Equipment required for pharmacy or drug store. 
1952. 1 sheet. Excerpt from handbook 11, Pharmacy ) 


Bureau of vocational curriculum development and industrial teacher 
training. Basic mathematics. 1951. 253p. 


___. __. Quantity cooking. 1952. 148p. and appendix. 


FEDERALLY AIDED WELFARE PROGRAMS, TEMPORARY STATE COMMISSION TO STUDY. 
Report...January 31, 1952. 1952. 25p. 


GOVERNOR (Thomas E. Dewey). Public papers of Thomas E. Dewey, 5lst 
Governor of the state of New York, 1949. 1952. 9803p. 


__._ Report to...on permanent personal registration of electors, 
January 31, 1952. 1952. 73p. (Legis Doc 1952 no. 45) 
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HEALTH, DEPT. OF. Bureau of cancer control. Cancer control in public 
health, 1952. 36p. 


___ Bureau of maternal and child health. Annual report, 1950. 1952. 
var. pag. 


Committee on rehabilitation needs of patients in public tuberculosis 
hospitals in upstate New York. Report...1951. 1951.  28p. 


INTERSTATE SANITATION COMMISSION. Report, 1951. 1951. 33p. 


LABOR, DEPT. OF. Division of research and statistics. Collectively 
bargained pension plans in New York state, July 1951. 1952. 105p. 
(Publication no. B-49, December 1951) 


_. ___ Wages and hours in the beauty service industry in New York state, 
1950-1951. 1952. 10p. (Publication no. B-50, February 1952) 


LAW, DEPT. OF. New York state narcotics investigation, 1951-1952, 
testimony given before Attorney General Nathaniel L. Goldstein. 
3 vols. 1952. NOT AVAILABLE FOR DISTRIBUTION. 


LAWS , RULES AND REGULATIONS RELATIVE TO HORSE RACING IN NEW YORK STATE, 
JOINT LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE TO STUDY. Interim report...February 27, 
1952. 1952. 108p. Mimeo. 


LEGISLATURE. Journal of the Assembly of the state of New York at their 
174th session. 1951. 3v. inc. extraordinary session. 


Journal of the Senate of the state of New York at their 174th 
session. 1951. 2 v. inc. extraordinary session. 


____ Rules of the Assembly, 1952. 1952. l16p. (Legis Doc 1952 no. 5) 


_._. Standing committees of the Assembly with individual assignments of 
members of Assembly, 1952. 1952. 16p. (Legis Doc 1952 no. 3) 


__. Standing committees of the Senate with individual assignments of 
Senators, January 10, 1952.. llp. (Legis Doc 1952 no. 2) 


MANHATTAN STATE HOSPITAL. Annual report, 46th...for the fiscal year 
ended March 31, 1950. 1951. 37p. 


MENTAL HYGIENE, DEPT. OF. Official directory of state and licensed 
mental institutions. 1952. 143p. 


MILITARY LAW, JOINT LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE TO STUDY THE. A brief in 
behalf of a state code of military justice. 1952. 4p. 
(Legis Doc 1952 no. 28) 


MOTOR VEHICLE PROBLEMS, JOINT LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE ON. A comparative 
study of the vehicle and traffic law of the state of New York with 
the uniform vehicle code, a report...1951. 1952. 355p. 

(Legis Doc 1951 no. 15A) 
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NEW ENGLAND INTERSTATE WATER POLLUTION CONTROL COMMISSION. Annual report, 
ith...for the year ending Jue 30, 1951. 1951. 34. 


NEW YORK STATE EMPLOYEES MERIT AWARD BOARD. Annual report, 6th..,1951. 
1951. var. pag. 


NEW YORK STATE LIBRARY. Division of library extension. I'm a good 
trustee, let me tell you about me. 1952. Sp. 


Regional library service center. Report on the activities...for 
the month of October 1951. 


PORT OF NEW YORK AUTHORITY . Statement of Walter P. Hedden, director of 
Port Development for the Port of New York Authority in opposition to 
the navigational features of the St. Lawrence seaway before the 
Public Works Committee of the House of Representatives, April 24, 1951. 
1951. 


PUBLIC WORKS, DEPT. OF. Annual report of the superintendent for the 
year 1950. 1951. 224p. (Legis Doc 1951 no. 83) 


STATE, DEPT. OF. Laws of the state of New York passed at the 174th 
session of the legislature begun January 3rd and ended March 16th, 
1951. 1951. 2505p. (Inc. extraordinary session) 


STATE COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE, Cornell university, Ithaca. Brooding 
chickens in colony houses by L. M. Hurd. 1952. 29p. (Cornell 
extension bulletin 851, February 1952) 


Care of electric motors. 1952. 4p. (Cornell extension bulletin 
848, December 1951) 


__. Know your concrete by L. L. Boyd. 1952. 23p. (Cornell extension 
bulletin 847, December 1951) 


Legal weights for motor truck registration, February 9, 1952. 1952. 
1 sheet. Mimeo. 


Protection for electric motors by E. S. Shepardson. 1952. 16p. 
(Cornell extension bulletin 673, February 1952) 


__. Spray schedules, 1952 by W. D. Mills and A, A. LaPlante. 1952. 
36p. (Cornell extension bulletin 812, February 1952) 


__. Survival in winter. 1952. 32p. (Cornell rural school leaflet, 
Vol. 45, no. 3, winter 1951-1952) 


__. Ventilate your dairy stable with electric fans by C. N. Turner. 
1952. 15p. (Cornell extension bulletin 845, March 1952) 


Department of agricultural economics. Costs and returns in pro- 


ducing canning factory peas, 21 western New York farms, 1951 by 
C. D. Kearl. 1952. 15p. Mimeo. (A. BE. 791, February 1952) 
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STATE COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE, Cornell university, Ithaca. Department 
of agricultural economics. The Groton farmers club of district 
no. 12, organized October 19, 1859. 1952. 20p. (A. EB. 782, 


February 1952) 


— What about quality of potatoes in retail stores, upstate New York 
cities, 1938-39 to 1941-42 season by Paul J. Findlen. 1952.  56p. 


(A. EB. 751, August 1951) 


STATE COLLEGE OF HOME ECONOMICS, Cornell university, Ithaca. Food 
value chart by Grace Steininger and Hazel M. Hauck. 1952. Chart. 


(Bulletin 670, revised January 1952) 


__.. Growing older by Margaret Brooks. 1952. 15p. (Cornell extension 
bulletin 837, February 1952) 


__.. Helping Michael to help himself by Francena L. Nolan. 1952. 15p. 
(Cornell extension bulletin 834, September 1951) 


__.. Household cleaning by Jessie Freeman MacDonald and Lucile Williamson. 
1952. 32p. (Cornell extension bulletin 790, August 1950, reprinted 
January 1952) 


Pressing equipment by Mildred Carney. 1952. 15p. (Cornell exten- 
sion bulletin 793, September 1950, reprinted January 1952) 


___. Repair of innerspring cushions. 1952. 8p. (Cornell extension 
bulletin 842, March 1952) 


___. Spot and stain removal by Mildred Carney. 1952. 35p. (Cornell 
extension bulletin 356, reprinted February 1952) 


When you're a leader... by Helen P. Hoefer and Irene Patterson. 
~ 1952. 15p. (Cornell extension bulletin 768, August 1949 reprinted 
January 1952) 


List of publications, 1952. 1952. 5lp. (Cornell extension 
~ bulletin 47, Jamary 1952) 


STATE UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK. Annual report, 4th...of the Board of 
trustees, 1951. 1952. 17p. and appendix. Mimeo. 


Improving the public's understanding of our schools, June 1950. 
1951. 33p. Paper covers, 50¢. Orders should be sent to: Capitol 
Area School Development Association, State University of New York, 
State College, Albany, New York. 


x UNIVERSITY OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK. Television, education's greatest 
challenge. 1951. 20p. 


VETERANS' AFFAIRS, DIV. OF. Manual for counseling on national service 
life insurance. 1952. 50p. 
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Edited by I. Marie Gustafson and Marion H. Vedder 
Library Extension 


Brooklyn. The Brooklyn Public Library has dispelled early fears that 
television might make serious inroads into the borough reading 
habits. The 29% increase in book circulation in the last two 
years is credited to the improved appearance and streamlined ser- 
vice of the library and its branches. 


Cayuga County. Mabel H. Casey, president of the board of trustees 
of the Springport Free Library, Union Springs, died on February 9, 
1952. 


Chemung County. The new West Elmira branch of the Steele Memorial 
Library circulated more books in its first month of operation 
than the small deposit collection that preceded it did all during 
1951. From January 16 to February 16, 2,541 books were distributed, 
nearly half of them adult. 


Clinton County. In Chazy there is a modest stone building in which 
the British soldiers are said to have stored gold and gun powder 
just prior to the battle of Plattsburgh in 1814. Since 1901 this 
building has housed the Chazy Public Library which now is proud 
of half a century of service to the community. 

The Plattsburgh Public Library recently purchased two three- 
speed record players which are used at the Saturday morning story 
hours for pre-school and primary children. Attendance has in- 
creased greatly. 


Columbia County. The Valatie Free Library is giving book service to 
about 50 young men of 16 to 25 at Valatie Colony, a branch of 
Wassaic State School at Niverville. Books which are easy to read 
and have good appeal are exchanged from time to time, and the 
house mother selects a group of books from which she reads aloud 
to those who cannot read. 


Genesee County. Word has been received of the death of Mrs. A. F. 


Bangert, president of the board of trustees of the Corfu Free 
Library. 


Jefferson County. Mrs. Emmett Zabriskie has been named to succeed 
Mrs. Richard Colvin as librarian of the Carthage Free Library. 
Mrs. Colvin served as librarian for the past five and a half 
years. Mrs. Zabriskie is a graduate of State Teachers College, 
Albany. A former English teacher, she has also held positions 
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in the Wellsboro Library and the Enoch Pratt Free Library, Baltimore, 
Maryland. 

Florence Kennedy, librarian of the Philomathean Free Library, 
Belleville, reports that they have new green curtains for the 
library. 

Eleven Girl Scouts are earning their Library Merit Badges by 
helping Mrs. Jessie Horton, librarian of the Henderson Free Library, 
on Saturdays. The candidates for the badge have been given in- 
struction in the use of the card catalog, reading shelves and 
general library procedure. They also plan to conduct story hours 
for the children. 


Nassau County. Gilmore C. Aarestad is the new director of Great Neck 
Library. --A Friends of the Merrick Library group has been formed. 
~-Lynbrook made its national television debut recently. Among those 
appearing on the program was Mrs. Lena Ruppert of the Lynbrook 
Public Library. --Paintings by Michael Ressner of Lawrence and 
sculpture by Max Kassler of Cedarhurst are on exhibit at the Hewlett- 
Woodmere Public Library. --Anna Elizabeth Bennett is the new chil- 
dren's librarian of the Peninsula Public Library of Lawrence. A 
schedule of regular story hours and book talks has been announced. 
--The library at Long Beach has purchased records which include 
lessons in the Morse Code. A pamphlet is included and several books 
at the library make it easier for the pupil. --A new public library, 
first in Garden City history, opened in March. -~Pressing its cam- 
paign to make Mineola more library-conscious, the Mineola Library 
will add 50 new books each month and will now be open on Saturday 
mornings for the convenience of shoppers. 


New York. Margaret Scoggin, Superintendent of Work with Young People, 
New York Public Library, received the 1952 Constance Lindsay Skinner 
Award, given annually by the Women's National Book Association to a 
woman for outstanding contribution to the book world. 


Oneida County. Utica Public Library received a full-page feature 
article with many photographs in a recent issue of the Utica 
Observer-Dispatch. The article is entitled, "Utica's Admirable 
Public Library." 


Rockland County. A fascinating and valuable gift of the Assessment 
Roll of 1812 came to the Suffern Free Library in January. A house 
and lot were assessed at $20; a house, farm and still at $1100. 


St. Lawrence County. The Gouverneur Reading Room Association has 
received as a gift from Mason R. Smith, editor of the Gouverneur 
Tribune Press, microfilm files of the paper and a library style 
viewer. Bound copies of the Gouverneur Tribune Press as far back 
as copies are available are now being microfilmed by the Micro- 
Photo Service Bureau of Cleveland, Ohio. Duplicates of all files 
will be presented to the library and each succeeding year additional 
files of film will be donated. 

Mrs. Elliott Lewis, president of the Hammond Library Association, 
announced that the Hammond Free Library had been granted a permanent 
charter by the University of the State of New York. The first li- 
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brary room in Hammond was opened to the public in January 1922 and 
the village has had continuous library service since that time. 


Steuben County. Corning Public Library's weekly column, "Library 
Notes," discusses various activities and reading of interest to 
its readers. The following represent recent articles: Books 
That Turn One's Thoughts toward Faith; Basic Reference Books for 
Home Shelves; Yesterday's Best Sellers Still Good Reading Fare; 
Suggestions from the Periodical Files. 


Ulster County. Modern coins of 17 foreign countries and more than 60 
European coins of the 16th, 17th and 18th centuries were displayed 
during March at the Ellenville Public Library. 

The display featured coins of Israel, Italy, the Philippines, 
East Indies, China and Turkey. Old foreign coins dated back to 
1518 and included monetary units of Germany as well as the Holy 
Roman Empire and the Napoleonic era. 


Westchester County. North Salem Free Library has been repainted and 
furnished with additional shelf space and reports the same improve- 
ments for its branches at Croton Falls and Purdys. The library 
hours in Purdys have been lengthened to accommodate the commuters. 

Since the Scarsdale Library began operations in its new build- 
ing last October first, the use of the library as shown in the 
statistics has increased tremendously. The number of books for 
children lent each month in the new building in 1951 topped the 
number for the corresponding month in 1950 by 100% and the number 
of children who joined the library went up 370%. Over 550 school 
children visited the library by classes between October and 
December. The increases in the Adult Department were not quite 
so overwhelming, but 50% more books circulated and the number of 
new borrowers grew by about 30% as compared to the previous year. 
The total increase for 1951 over 1950 for all books was 21,424, 
or about 244. 

The present parking lot has already proved to be inadequate 
and is to be enlarged this spring. A new professional position, 
assistant to the Children's Librarian, is to be set up and filled 
this summer, making a total of five professional librarians on the 
staff. The staff will also include two full-time business-trained 
assistants and other part-time clerical workers as needed. 

The Bronxville Reporter save a full page to ten pictures of the 
Bronxville Public Library showing various library operations and 
services. One of a series showing Bronxville in pictures, it is 
titled, "Where A Card Is a Passport to Adventure -- The Public 
Library." 
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"With deep regret and 
a sense of great loss to the New York State  -_ and to me personally, 
I must report the resignation of Hermann Robinton, Administrative Assist- 
ant. 

"Mr, Robinton came to the State Library in May 1947 by transfer from 
the State Historian's Office, where he had been Supervisor of Public 
Records. In that position he had covered every corner of the State, 
visiting local officials and preaching the gospel of good care of public 
records. To the post of Administrative Assistant in the State Library, 
he brought an extensive knowledge of the State and a wide acquaintance 
with local officials, plus a broad scholarly background, a personality of 
tremendous energy and accomplishment, a real flair for public relations, 
and a heart of gold. 

"He dedicated himself without stint to the helping of others, often at 
severe personal sacrifice to himself. One of his chief responsibilities 
was for supplies and equipment. He set up a new system of supplies that 
has run smoothly. Much of the physical equipment of the Library was ob- 
solete or worn out. He developed a program of replacement and secured 
many new and additional items. 

"His talent had much to do with the success of the New York State Free- 
dom Train project. The nation-wide tour of the State Library exhibit 
"20,000 Years of Comics" was made possible by his zeal and energy. He 
helped to get the Regional Library Service Center started and continued 
to help it whenever he could. 

"The decision to stop commuting to Albany and to take a position nearer 
his beloved Brooklyn, is quite understandable. Our best wishes go with 
him in his new position. We know that he will not forget us, and cer- 
tainly we shall not forget him and all that he has done for us." 

Charles F. Gosnell 
State Librarian 


Branch Standards Advisory Committee Meets: A committee of nine advisers 
representing various aspects of branch library practice met jointly with 
the consultants' committee on the development of branch library standards 
for the public libraries in New York State on March 20 in Albany. The ad- 
visors aiding in this work are: Louis J. Bailey, QueensBorough Public 
Library; Joseph Rounds, Erie County Public Library; lynn Harris, Elmont 

& Stewart Manor Public Library; Katherine Holden. Mount Vernon Public Li- 
brary; Ruth Phillips, Syracuse Public Library; Virginia Miller, Rochester 
Public Library; Helen Eldridge, Newburgh Public Library; Mrs. J. Louisa 
Stanford, Sidney Public Library; Grinton I. Will, Yonkers Public Library. 


American Heritage Project Director Visits Albany: Mrs. Grace Stevenson, 
Director of the ALA American Heritage Project, met with representatives 
of the Library Extension Division, the Albany Public Library and the 


The Bookmark -174- April, 1952 





New York State Department of Correction on February 27 to explain the 
work that has been done and discuss possible future plans. The project 
was started on a Ford Foundation grant for a one-year period. Six demon- 
stration areas, representing all types of libraries, have been set up 
over the country. 


April 15 Deadline for Dana Awards Entries: Libraries planning to enter 
1951 publicity scrapbooks in the 1952 John Cotton Dana Publicity Awards 
Contest must submit a completed entry form to the Contest, c/o Wilson 
Library Bulletin, 950 University Avenue, New York 52, New York, by April 
15. Scrapbooks should be sent to reach the Awards Committee, at the same 
address, by May 15. Winners will be announced and scrapbooks displayed 
at the ALA Conference in New York. 


Adult Education Association Publishes New Journal: "Adult Leadership", 

the new publication of the Adult Education Association, gives every promise 
of being an effective instrument for librarianship, as well as an ex- 
cellent library material for every community, according to David H. Clift, 
Executive Secretary of the American Library Association. Mr. Clift feels 
that the A.E.A. has much to offer librarians and he urges that both indi- 
viduals and institutions join the A.E.A. and help to direct the course 
which this dynamic movement will follow. 


Notable Books of 1951: Announcement of the annual selection of "Notable 
Books" has been made by the Committee on Notable Books of the Public Li- 
braries Division of ALA, as follows: Aldridge, After the lost generation; 
Asch, Moses; Ashley-Montagu, state on race; Auden, Nones; Barth, 
Loyalty of free men; Berger, 1-1951; 
Bradley, A soldier's story; saree, The sea around us; us; Churchill, Closing 
the ring; Commager, ed., Living ideas in America; Conant, Science and 
common sense; Costain, The magnificent century; Davidson, Life in America; 
Douglas, Strange lands and friendly people; Forrestal, The Forrestal 
diaries; Freeman, George Washington: v.3, Planter and patriot: v.4, Lead 
er of the Revolution; Harrod, Life of John | Maynard Ke; ynes; Hoover, Memoirs: 
Years of | adventure, 1874-1920; “Hulburd, , This happened in Pasadena; The 
Interpreter’ s Bible, v.7; Johnson, This American people; Kefauver, Crime 
in America; Kennan, American diplomacy, 1900-195 950; Lagerkvist, Barabbas; 
Life Magazine, Life's 8 picture history of Western man; Lorant, The Presi- 
dency; McDonald, My mission to Israel, 1948-1951; Malone, Jefferson and 
the rights of man: v.2; Mann, | Holy si sinner; Marek, (Ceram, pseud. ) Gods, 
graves and scholars: 3 the story of archaeology; Michener, Voice of Asia; 
Mizener, The far side of paradise; Monsarrat, The cruel sea; Mumford, 
The conduct of life; Pusey, Charles Evans Hughes, 2v.; Robb, The Harper 
history of painting; Roosevelt, Letters of Theodore | Roosevelt: ¥ v.1-4; 
Salinger, Catcher in the rye; Santayana, Dominations and powers; Teale, 
North with the spring; Trueblood, The life we prize; Van der Post, Venture 
to the interior; Ward, Policy for the West; Waters, His eye is on the 
sparrow; Welles, Seven decisions that shaped history; Williams, Auto- 
biography; Wilson, My six convicts; Woodham-Smith, Florence Nightingale; 
Wouk, The Caine mutiny. 


For Members Only: It was incorrectly reported in:the February Bookmark 
that "Top of the News" might be subscribed to for 75 cents per year. 

"Top of the News" is available only to libraries which hold institutional 
membership in the Division of Libraries for Children and Young People and 
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to individuals who have personal membership in it. 75 cents of each mem- 
ber'’s dues is devoted to publication and distribution of the magazine. 
Single copies of back issues are available from Sturgis Printing Co., 
Sturgis, Michigan, for 35 cents each. 


New Inter-Library Loan Procedures: To increase efficiency, speed up the 
service and effect certain economies, the General Reference Section of 
the New York State Library is putting into effect the procedures listed 
below. It is hoped that the saving of clerical time and postage, now a 
sizeable item with the 2¢ post card, will adequately justify the elimi- 
nation of the notices formerly sent. 

In the future, post cards informing borrowers that requested renewals 
have been granted will no longer be sent. Only in cases where we cannot 
renew a book will notification be sent, asking that the book be returned 
at once. If the borrowing library does not hear to the contrary, it may 
be assumed that the book has been renewed. 

Beginning April 15, 1952 the State Library will no longer send sep- 
arate notices of shipment of books, nor will it require acknowledgment of 
receipt of shipments by the borrowing library. The only exception to the 
above will be in the case of the loan of valuable items when notification 
will be sent on the double post card used at present. Please notify the 
State Library of any long overdue requests. 

Requests for books which cannot be supplied will, of course, be 
answered. A new procedure has already been adopted to do this. A slip 
reporting the status of the book requested is clipped to the original 
punched card request form and returned to the borrowing library. This 
saves clerical effort and speeds up the report. Should a borrower wish 
to reserve a book reported "Out" or "On order" etc., simply note this on 
the report slip and return it to the State Library with the original re- 
quest slip. This will save everyone time. In the near future, it is 
hoped that the blanks for reporting on books not sent will be printed on 
the back of the request card. This will eliminate the extra slip now 
clipped on. 

It is hoped that Jiffy Bags will be available soon for the shipment 
of books. Each book will be regarded as a separate request and those 
immediately available will be sent out at once, without waiting for the 
completion of a shipment. The Jiffy Bags should be used to return books 
to the State Library. Each bag should be used several times so care must 
be taken not to cut or deface it. The shorter time required for packing 
will make for more rapid delivery of books. 

Pre-addressed mailing labels to all regular borrowers, made on an 
eddressograph machine, are being prepared. This, too, will save time in 
preparing books for loan. 

To help improve the service to borrowers from the State Library, co- 
operation is asked on the following points: When supplies of request forms 
are low, request a new supply before they run out. The State Library pre- 
fers to receive requests on the punched card forms. Please check the 
appropriate square under "substitute if not available" i.e., "yes" or "no" 
on the request form. Whenever possible fill in the date "not wanted after." 
When a recall notice is received for a book which has been returned, or on 
which a report is necessary, for any reason, please return the post card 
with the report. Please request renewals before the original four-weeks 
loan period is up. If an extended loan is needed, ask for it and it may 
be arranged. Comments, criticism or suggestion on the loan or reference 
services are welcome. Please send them. 
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The New Garden 


It is a most exciting thing 
To take a garden in the Spring: 


To wonder what its borders hold; 
What secrets lurk beneath the mold? 


What kinds of roses you have got; 
Whether the lilac blooms, or not? 


Whether the peach tree, on the wall, 
Has ever had a peach at all. .. 


It is a most exciting thing 
To take a garden in the Spring; 


And live in such delicious doubt, 
Until the final flower is out. 


From Green fingers, and other poems, by 
Reginald Arkell, author of Old Herbaceous. 
Harcourt, Brace and Company, 1952. $2. 





